THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN THIS POOP SHEET ! !

Post Convention 2003 Ft Walton Beach Florida Sept 10th to the 14th.  Information on events and registration sheet is contained later in this Poop Sheet.

THE SECOND MOST IMPORTANT THING
As this issue goes into the mail you will soon receive a dues notice for 2004 that will be sent out by National with our CP 1 PO Box 570607 as the return address on the enclosed dues slip.  Even if you just paid and received your card in late 2003, that is for your 2003 dues.  This notice is the first that is going out for 2004.  2004 Fiscal year starts on 1 July 2003.  If you have not paid for 2004 by 31 January then, as the rather nasty sounding letters that they send as ‘reminders’ state, you become delinquent.  What you can do to help the Adjutant.  Look at your present card, if it doesn’t say 2003 you are already delinquent.  As discovered at the Air America Reunion, several of our members had not paid since 98 but still thought they were active members.  Next, once your have paid your 2004 dues and have your 2004 card, you do not have to send a letter if you get a second dues notice.  We are the ones who do the processing and we already know if your dues were paid.  Lastly, this will fix the problem of continuous years.  If you have not paid your dues by Jan 31 2004 then the space on the preprinted card will be blank or will revert to the number 1.  It takes about 20 minutes per card to try to fix the problem.  Do the math, X 2500= a lot of hours.

Now that I’ve had the soapbox, as Paul Harvey says, and now for the rest of the Poop Sheet.

LATE DRAGON FUND DONATIONS

MG Charles D Barrett / John C Castlen, Jr /         David R Bluth / Edmund Ciriello /                       Dennis D Donaldson / Capt Gary H Edwards /      Capt Hale S Geiger / Charles B Harris / Jon B Hittle / Sidney L Jenkins /  Carl P Kachikis / Danny J Morford  Kenneth C O’Connell / CSM James H Olds III /   Robert Reese / Van W Svensson /                            Dr Thomas M Terpinas / Edwin E Urie / Terry L Wall /  John F Whiteside /

MUSEUM FUND

Garren Brown / Jim Luke / Bill Thatcher

EVENTS AND PEOPLE

Starting in WW II there is an organization called the “Caterpillar Club” for people force to bail out of their aircraft and ‘take to the silk’.  What China Post seems to probably need is a similar organization for those who ‘rode it down’.  “Bull” Ternus has joined this special grouping within China Post while in Iraq.

Col Tom ‘Waldo’ King one of the last Ravens on active duty had his ‘Fini-Flight’ and retired at Shaw AFB on 2 July.  He managed to get 38 years in fast jet fighters and almost an even 1,000 combat missions and was the Commander of Detachment 1, 10th Air Force flying F-16s as he was wet down on the flight line prior to the more formal ceremonies.  Even though the base rolled out its fire truck, SAL member Fowler ‘Big Dog’ Cary drove his personal pumper truck, sirens and lights ablaze, in for the event. What a hoot !

On March 9, Francesco R Galante joined the growing number of SAL members.  Congratulations to Sherri & Al

A recent AP article showed Bernie Kerik giving a press announcement as the Senior Police Adviser to the Ministry of the Interior of Iraq.  You remember him as the NY Police Commissioner who was everywhere after 9/11.  In his early years in the Post he was on our do not mention list but that changed when he took over the NY police and became a public figure. 

1945, New Years Day and in a B-24 over Germany with a hanging, armed bomb jammed in the bay. Those were the conditions when the nose gunner Gale Raymond crawled back and finally kicked the bomb loose before passing out from lack of oxygen.  He was recommended for the DFC at the time but it was not awarded until 1985.  Why this is a current article, is that last month ‘Sody’ Smith, the waist gunner who then crawled out on the catwalk and dragged Gale back and revived him was honored 58 years later with the DFC for the incident.  The Legion Dept of Virginia helped fix the oversight.

Jim Lint, our Webmaster and Korean Mem. Div. Commander has announced his wedding plans to the future Hyonjoo Lee Lint for 26 July.  We will forward the Auxiliary forms…Congratulations!

PASSING TO POST EVERLASTING

William T Browder sent a message on the original ‘Bull Shipper’ Charles G ‘Chuck’ Taylor and asked that we print his words in the Poop Sheet.  Chuck hosted the first Stateside CP reunion in Pinedale.

“All China Post 1 members should be aware of the passing of Charles G Taylor AKA ‘Chuck” on May 12 ’03 from cancer.

I am William ‘Bill’ Browder and first met Chuck while we were both serving in the Army in Libya in 1959 and then in Iran in 1960.  In 1963 and 64 we flew together spraying sagebrush with helicopters and fighting wildfires in the Western U.S.  Then in 1966 and 67 I joined Chuck in Laos where we were Captains for CAS providing missions for the 'Agency’.

Chuck used to say flying the Curtis C-46 in and out of the short strips in Laos “was just like flying an overgrown twin engine Cessna 180” and that was also the way he flew the C-46

I still remember hearing his voice raise at least 3 octaves the day his C-46 was shot up ‘north’ of Vientiane and one engine failed and the other engines prop ran away, when he said in his new, almost squeaky voice over the VHF “were gonna jump!!!”

Chuck landed under canopy and except for a bad broken femur he was fine.

I came back to CONUS the end of 1967 and it was not until the Pinedale, WY China Post 1 reunion where I met up with Chuck along with ‘Pop’ Buel, General Vang Pao, as well as Don Demming, 

Al Adolph, Dick Douglas, Al Swartz and several others from the multi-mission, multi faceted and little known CAS operation in Laos and certain bordering countries.  Our good friend “Ted” Cash from Air America was also present at this gathering.

Chuck stayed active in his chosen profession up until 18 months ago.  44 years of being out there, not bad.

I will truly miss Chuck as one would miss a brother, father and as my ‘mentor’ in the early years.  Chuck and I shared many ‘on the edge’ missions all over this globe and survived, unlike many who did not have the same fortune as we.

Chuck is typical of what China Post 1 is all about and all I can say is thank God he was my friend.

I must ask every member of China Post 1 who knew Chuck to remember him as their friend and to all of those members who did not know Chuck to wish they had known him”

Thanks Bill, for your eulogy for our friend-

AND MORE SAD NEWS

Another legend of South East Asia and long time resident of Thailand John Eldon “Jack” Shirley bid adieu on April 20.  Despite his long battle with terminal cancer, Jack led an active life until the end.  He had moved to Pattaya from where many of us knew to meet him at his long time home at the end stool at the Madrid Bar on Patpong Road but he did come up for the Return to SEA 2002 reunion in Bangkok in September.  Jack was a true US patriot but Asia was in his blood and he stayed.  Local members of the VFW, CP and the SF Association were at the ceremonies that honored a legend to those who had an opportunity to meet him in his prime, and those fortunate enough to be touched by his wit and memory over the ensuing years.

Another legend of the same era Anthony Poshepney who was better known to his friends as Tony Poe has also left us.  Tony was the ‘real’ character that the producer John Milieus, “from his mouth to my ear”, used as a model for his portrayal of ‘Col Kurtz’ in the movie “Apocalypse Now” despite the false claims of many who made claims on their book jackets.  A large number of Tony stories are true, some are only slightly exaggerated by time and the teller, but all still do not reveal the depth and exploits of one of Americas best cold warriors.  Details of his past are still shrouded in mystery in relation to many operations.  The Hmong people and the Air America, CAS, Continental, Ravens, Air Commandos and Agency people who worked with him will remember him for the times before ‘True Magazine’ wrote it’s story and exposed his existence out of the fog of rumor, and some authors later made up their own stories with little regard for the truth, and the true story of a unique American. 

UN-SICK CALL

Unfortunately we get so many reports of members who have fallen ill or to injury that we can’t print a sick call list in the Poop Sheet.  Several times when a member has been off the active rolls for a few years we get a message that they are renewing now that they have won their battle with whatever afflicted them or their family.  In keeping with this, we would like to occasionally print the good news when someone has come back or recovered.  JC Bond had to cancel the Air America meeting but he has recovered and we expect to see him in Ft Walton.  Spencer Eggleston got a clean bill of health and has been able to resume his work out routine. (Spence, is that a good thing ?)  

SOA COMMAND
Usually, in the week leading to Memorial Day, Special Operations Command holds Special Operations Forces Week to bring in SO Commanders from around the world to SO Com to meet with Industry leaders and see and critique the latest ‘toys’ on the drawing board.  The highlight is the black tie dinner on Wednesday night, and the highlight of the SOF Week banquet is the “Bull Simon Award” which honors special contributions to Special Ops. Besides representatives from the Air Commandos such as Dick Geron and MGen Dick Secord, most of the board of the Special Operations Association Memorial Division including Jake Jacobson were there.
Brig Gen. Harry C “Heinie” Aderholt was this years honoree.   A picture at the dinner is on the Post Web site as part of the Post Memorial Day events.

RAVEN EXPEDITION

Four Ravens, Larry Sanborn, Mike Cavenaugh, PF Rinehart and Fred Platt joined a film crew from Lone Wolf Pictures to go into Laos to film a documentary film on the Raven experience.   With a preliminary stop in Bangkok, they were able to stop at our BKK watering holes, the Lone Star in Washington Square and The Crown Royal and Gold Fingers on Patpong.  Trying to keep a low profile, we were a little surprised when our guide met us at the Vientiane airport with a Raven T-shirt on—so much for the low profile.  One of the highlights was planned to be a trip into Long Thien but the political situation on the ground prevented this.  We did get to go into Moung Soui and also Sam Neua and into the caves of Sam Neua at Vieng Xai where POWs were held during the War. Our guide was Col Sousath who owns the Maly Hotel in Phonsavan on the Plain of Jars.  The Maly is also an alternate watering hole for Laos.  We expect to see a preview of the documentary at this years Raven reunion in late October and the film is scheduled for broadcast on the Discovery-Time Channel in December.  On the return to Vientiane from up country, the Ambassador to Laos, Douglas Hartwick invited the expedition crew to the Embassy for a de-brief.  It was Pi Mai.  For Fred and Larry who got enjoyably wet while briefing the Ambassador it was expected.  For the rest of the crew the food and refreshments were enjoyable but the “wetting down” was somewhat of a shock.  A quick hint, do not stand next to the Ambassador at the Embassy Pi Mai celebration.

AIR AMERICA 

This year’s Reunion was hosted by Larry Fraser in Jaxsonville.  A large turnout included many China Post members and the Producer of the Raven Documentary, Mika Lentz was also there to explore a future documentary film on Air America.  The Air America archives are housed at U of Texas Dallas and there is also an oral history project that is based on all of the Asian conflicts that is part of Texas Tech University.  The historian for the project, Steve Maxner was also at this meeting and is expected to come to the China Post Reunion in Ft Walton Beach to give us a presentation during the business meeting.  Friday night was a dinner cruise that took two boats to handle the crowd.  We were on the boat with Burma Berry, Larry Sanborn, John Greenway and Mike Kandt.  A post cruise open bar was held in memory of Roger Cook.  During the business meeting, Ed Adams was elected to the board.   Jack Knotts directed the meeting and presided over the evening banquet and festivities.  USMC MAJ GEN Larry Taylor was the guest speaker and gave us a broad view of his career in the Corps.  He also hosts a 4th of July bash in Atlanta every year.  The invitation says that the concertina wire is down and the claymores are disarmed but remember, it is still an USMC affair.  A number of Post members at the various social hours and functions included Ron Butts, Al Harris and Bob Stensloff.  Emmett Sullivan and Clyde Morehouse who I am sure we will see in Ft Walton were there and also the volunteer host for 2005, Gary Edwards.  A few members who thought they were current in China Post had us looking up dates on the laptop to find that several had not been members for several years. We are bringing a number back into the fold and several renewed there.  Dan Gamelin did his usual outstanding job with the AA emblem sales with an assist from Jim Kilcullen.
EUROPE

POST / 40 & 8 / VFW / COOTIES

Don’t fly to Rome and take the train to Menton.  If you do, at least don’t be the last from your flight to leave Italian baggage claim because Customs in plain clothes will wonder why, and ask how much money you have.  If you question them you will probably miss your train.  With the current war situation in Iraq and Afghanistan and the on-going operations in parts of Europe, a number of our Central Europe members, and others who usually take an overseas leave, were not able to attend.  We still had an acceptable turnout that surprised the French military and pleased the local populace where Americans are still held in high regard for their Liberation.   Hans Stockenberger from DMD and B. J. Robertson, past Post BS’er and current ‘Great Rooster’ carried the colors in the ceremonies.  George Eby and Ronnie Wright came in from Germany and all attended the meetings. The Chef de Chemin de Fer, BG John Digilio his aid Daniel Scutti and their wives also came down as a continuation of his visit to Germany 40 & 8.  As usual, our host in France, Post VC Mel Rosen had made all of the arrangements for invitations, reservations and wreaths.  PUFL member Dr Bob Eager was wrecked into the 40 & 8 by Chef John.  It looks like 1496 now has an official ‘Medicine’ so that all of those who have stood in, in the past, with their first aid course can be relieved.  Bob and John were also ‘scratched’ into the ‘Sud de France’ Cooties pup tent.

NORTH TEXAS

Our North Texas watering hole, THE MIDWAY POINT in Dallas has reopened after remodeling so we are back in familiar surroundings.  Abe and Barbara Goldfarb, Jerry Williams and our Auxiliary President Jenny Williams hosted and we had a wide variety of Post members present.  Jim Luke updated the last quarter for the Post books and Jeff Wendling, just in from Manila attended his first Division meeting.  Dennis Wright and family were there as he prepares for Iraq along with some other Post members who had also been working in Afghanistan.  All in all 24 members enjoyed the food and refreshments.

AND NOW THE MOST IMPORTANT ITEM IN THIS POOP SHEET

Thursday September 11 Early Registration and we will open the Hospitality Room for early arrivals.

Thursday Evening Sept 11 Welcome Reception at the hospitality Tiki Hut-Poolside 7:00 – 9:00 PM weather permitting.  Inside if not. Hot and cold Hors D’Oeuvres for light refreshment.

Friday Morning Sept 12.   We have chartered a fishing boat for a half-day of trolling or bottom fishing.  This will accommodate 6 lines.  If additional boats are needed they are available depending on response. Cost is approximately $130 per person including tip.

Sept 12- Friday day We are arranging transportation for those wanting to go shopping, tour the Armaments Museum or tour any of the other sights.  Simply laying in the sun by the pool or on the beach is allowed.

Friday Night Sept 12 Hawaiian Buffet.  We plan on having a live entertainer.

Saturday Morning Sept 13 Post Business meeting at 10 AM-exact location to be announced.  Auxiliary members and SAL are encouraged to attend.

Saturday Evening Sept 13 Plated Dinner with choice of entrees.

Sunday Sept 14.  The hospitality room will remain open for departures and for stay overs.

PLEASE MAKE YOUR ROOM RESERVATIONS DIRECTLY WITH THE SHERATON 4 POINTS HOTEL @ 1-800-874-8104 OR (850) 243-8116 AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  OUR ROOM RATES ARE COURTYARD ROOMS AT $79 SINGLE OR DOUBLE AND BEACHFRONT ROOMS AT $99.  RATES INCLUDE 2 FULL BREAKFAST BUFFETS PER ROOM.

Click here to go back to our webpage!  www.chinapost1.org
