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BY BEN THOMF‘SON

_'STAF = SERGEANT MLVATORE GIUNTA (a boue)
'173:1;1 Afrborne. Bngade Combat Team

wh;le returnmg froma dangerous m|55mn deep in Afghamstan sdead!y
Korengal Valleyin October 2007, Sergeant Giunta's exhatisted squadwas
I ambushed bya far rge number oflnsurganls attacking fromarange ofless than
20 feet !gnarlng the curtams oftracer fire’ Zipping pasthis head from two ;
] different directions, Giunta took controlofthe situation, dragged fwoofhis-
‘wounded alliesto safety,and wenton tosingle-ha ndedlysavehis sergeant from
hemg carrlecf offby: enemy’ 'soldiers. Heran the would-be captors downthrough
the darkness, drovethem off, and carried his comrade back o safety. Because
“ofhis braveryinthatintense night battle, Giunta becamethe first surviving
soidxer sincethe V:etnam Wartoreceive the Medaiof Honor. -

CHIEF WARRANT OFFICER JAMES WOOLLEY
‘82nd Corni bat Aviation Brigade

In November 2009, this daring CH-47 Chinookhelicopter pilot was sentto
evacuate ateamof pinned- downsclu‘iers whohad taken'severe casualties

:from enemy fire whilefi ghtmg instrgentsin western Afql hanlslan. Pilotinga
30,000+ -pound [aircraft strelght intothe heart of araging warzone, with bullets
androckets zipping pasthim, Warrant ©fficer Woolley landed hard and began’
loading wounded soldiers antohis chopper Evenasthefireintensified, Wooliey

“refused to turn backuntil evmycne was onboard, and when anme:mloded [z]=c3
rour:d blew thmugh thefront windshield andsm beddedinthe seat behind him,
this determined warrior refused toturn hisbackon the wounded. He evacuated

‘thefive wounded men, wentback fobase, and thenreturned tothe battlefieldto |

_';extract therestofthe team. He was |ssued aSilverStarin2010:

SERGEANT FIRSTCLASS JONATHAN G HILL
_Glst Cavalry Regiment: |

When Hill’s small, undermannedbase in rural Afghamstan came undera
; courdmafed attack frommorethan 400 anti~ Afghan fighters armed With
-mortars,snlper rifles, fockets, n_tlother heavyweaporis, ctobe_rZOOQ,thié’ 1
iough-as narlsnoncommlss:oned officer took command of his platocm andled
adesperate defense against smpossable odds. Desplte ta.klng severe shrapnel

| wounds frorn RPG blasts, lel persanaliy ledtwo major caumerattacks on enerny iy
5, 2 ismentoaction- W'hen the eastside of the base wasmﬂtrated
indseton fire. he foug ht: thmugh the flamesto recaptureit—a feat thatincluded
'_shoohng an cnemy marksman After retaking the east side ofthe base from the i

-atta-:kers Sergeant HIH admmistered f‘ rst ardto the wcunded beforeleading arn:

STAFF SERGEANT RODRIGOB. ARIA.SHERHANDEZ
Unlted States Marine Corps

StaffSergeantAnasHemandez ssm.all detachmentofrnarmeswasposrboned
iinaremote Afghanvillage, taskedwﬁhmeseemmglypeaceful jobofprotecting

i“the \tlllagers fromany attemptstoblockthem from votinginthe natlonalelectlon
InAUGUSE2009,inthe middle of the night, morethan 100 insurgentsambushed
-'AnasHernandez‘s paimi base (which waslittle more thanasrna!f mud-walled
_cc_mpaund),aﬁemptu_‘_tg totake overthe village and disruptthe election process.

Withenemy forces rmining downmortarand RPG fire, ArfasHernandez coordinated

‘thedefense againstanenemy {ittle more than 100 yards away, When he realized

thattheAfghan troopsfighting alongside him lacked thenight-visioneguipment
theyneededtobe effective. he loaded flare grenadesinto hisM203, ranoutinto
the open,andbacklittheenemy positionsby dropping flaresbehind the attackers.

'Dunngthe nlghtand thenext day, heandhismen repellecl snc morocoordlmted
Sttacksonthecity: Thankslntheweffcrts meelectronwentoffasplanned witha
'95 peroent voterturnout: He was |ssueda8mnze‘3tann 2010.

MAJOR NATHLON N JACKSON
United States Army/National Guard

In Ja nuafy 2010, thislogisticsand communications officerat the National .
Guard Readiness Centerin Arlington, Virginia, was on her lunch break when she
noticed ahousefireina private residence. Whenshe learned that the elderly

womanwholivedinthe apartment mightstillbe inside, Jacksonchargedinto

the ﬁefy b{aze, madeher way up the stairs, and found the remdentunconscmus
in herbedroom. She hoisted the Woman onto her, shou._lfders carried her
downstairs through the smoke, and brought heroutside tosafety, where she
administered first aid and stabilized the woman beforethe paramedicsarrived.
Jackstm recelved theSn[dler s MedalinAug ust.

! SPECIALIST RYANCHESTER '
L 25thnfantny Dmsron

ln July ZODB,Speclahst Chester’s 19 -man platoon was suddenly attackedinrural
Afgham_stan by morethan 30 er_l_emy msurg entsin acoordinated ambu sh.When

| hisVehicle wasimmobilized by explosives and RPG fire started torain down on
his position, Specialist Chesterstayedin his exposed gunner'sturret, layingdown
heavyfi = wmha .SD—caidaer mach:ne gun E\.ren when hewas ompletely cut




